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Apertures Wide Open: Student photographs on
displa\ at Cit\ Hall reflect the public schools'
uneven progress
PXbliVhed: WedneVda\, JXne 03, 2009, 8:47 AM     UpdaWed: ThXUVda\, OcWobeU 22, 2009, 11:20 PM

SeYen \eaU-old Ma\a McKnighW VignV Whe NeZ OUleanV SWXdenW Bill of RighWV aV
ViVWeU AUieana ZaiWV foU heU WXUn aW "ThUoXgh Whe YoXWh LenV," a phoWogUaphic
e[hibiW on diVpla\ in Whe CiW\ Hall RoWXnda fUom JXne 2 Wo JXl\ 31, 2009. Local
VWXdenWV ZeUe giYen cameUaV Wo docXmenW Whe poViWiYe -- and negaWiYe --
aVpecWV of WheiU VchoolV, and ZUoWe a Bill of RighWV foU VWXdenWV in NeZ OUleanV
VchoolV afWeU UeYieZing WheiU picWXUeV.

The\ aUe Welling WheiU VWoUieV WhUoXgh phoWogUaphV.

In one image, VWXdenWV aUe VhoZn Vleeping in claVV; anoWheU capWXUeV a flooded, poVW-KaWUina band

Uoom ZiWh UXVWed chaiUV. A pinW-Vi]ed child iV picWXUed VWanding ne[W Wo a meWal deWecWoU in an

elemenWaU\ Vchool Zhile, in anoWheU VnapVhoW, a WeacheU lookV ahead in a focXVed ga]e.
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SLQFH WKH VSULQJ RI 2008, VHYHUDO NHZ OUOHDQV SXEOLF VFKRRO FKLOGUHQ KDYH GRFXPHQWHG WKH

FRQGLWLRQV RI WKHLU FDPSXVHV LQ D SURMHFW FDOOHG TKURXJK WKH YRXWK LHQV. TKH VWXGHQWV, DJHV 8 WR

20, WRRN SLFWXUHV RI ZKDW FDXJKW WKHLU DWWHQWLRQ DV WKH\ ZHQW DERXW WKHLU HYHU\GD\ OLYHV LQ SXEOLF

HGXFDWLRQ.

"IW ZDV YHU\ H\H-RSHQLQJ, " VDLG JXOLH CDR, D VWXGHQW DW AEUDPVRQ SFLHQFH DQG THFKQRORJ\ CKDUWHU

SFKRRO.

AQ H[KLELW, IHDWXULQJ 24 SKRWRJUDSKV RI WKH KXQGUHGV RI LPDJHV VWXGHQWV WRRN GXULQJ WKH SURMHFW,

RSHQHG TXHVGD\ RQ WKH ILUVW DQG VHFRQG IORRUV RI CLW\ HDOO DQG ZLOO UXQ WKURXJK JXO\ 31.

TKH SURMHFW LV D FROODERUDWLRQ LQYROYLQJ CULWLFDO E[SRVXUH, D WDVKLQJWRQ, D.C., QRQSURILW, DQG VHYHUDO

NHZ OUOHDQV \RXWK RUJDQL]DWLRQV LQFOXGLQJ KLGV RHWKLQN NHZ OUOHDQV SFKRROV, WKH F\UH YRXWK STXDG

DQG WKH VLHWQDPHVH APHULFDQ YRXQJ LHDGHUV AVVRFLDWLRQ RI NHZ OUOHDQV.

CULWLFDO E[SRVXUH KDV RUJDQL]HG SKRWRJUDSK\ SURMHFWV ZLWK VWXGHQWV LQ FLWLHV VXFK DV BDOWLPRUH DQG

PKLODGHOSKLD. TKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ KHOSV VWXGHQWV DQG JURXSV DGYRFDWH IRU H[FHOOHQFH DQG HTXLW\ LQ

SXEOLF HGXFDWLRQ.

IQHTXLWLHV DPRQJ WKH FLW\'V SXEOLF VFKRROV ZHUH VSRWOLJKWHG LQ PDQ\ RI WKH VWXGHQWV' SKRWRJUDSKV:

MDQ\ FODVVURRPV WKDW IORRGHG DIWHU WKH VWRUP KDYH EHHQ UHIXUELVKHG ZKLOH VRPH UHPDLQ EDUHO\

WRXFKHG.

WKLOH FEMA WUDLOHUV DUH EHFRPLQJ D WKLQJ RI WKH SDVW LQ SRVW-KDWULQD NHZ OUOHDQV, VRPH VWXGHQWV

VWLOO DWWHQG FODVVHV LQ PRGXODU EXLOGLQJV.

OQH RI JXOLH CDR'V SLFWXUHV LV WLWOHG "TKH SHSDUDWLRQ RI EGXFDWLRQ." IW VKRZV D PRGXODU EXLOGLQJ

EHKLQG D WDOO FKDLQ-OLQN IHQFH.

A SURMHFWHG $2 ELOOLRQ VFKRRO UHEXLOGLQJ PDVWHU SODQ ZLOO DOWHU WKH ODQGVFDSH RI WKH FLW\'V SXEOLF

VFKRRO FDPSXVHV. SRPH 30 VFKRROV DUH VODWHG WR EH UHEXLOW RU UHQRYDWHG LQ WKH ILUVW SKDVH RI WKH

PXOWL\HDU SODQ, ZKLFK ZLOO FRVW DQ HVWLPDWHG $700 PLOOLRQ. MDQ\ RI WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ SURMHFWV LQ WKH

ILUVW SKDVH ZLOO DOORZ VWXGHQWV WR EH PRYHG RXW RI PRGXODU EXLOGLQJV DQG LQWR WUDGLWLRQDO FODVVURRP

VHWWLQJV.

RHIOHFWHG LQ PDQ\ RI WKH SKRWRJUDSKV LV D "A SWXGHQW BLOO RI RLJKWV, " ZKLFK ZDV ZULWWHQ E\ WKH

SDUWLFLSDQWV DV SDUW RI WKH SURMHFW DQG LV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH H[KLELW. TKH VWXGHQWV OLVW DPHQGPHQWV WKDW

VSHOO RXW HQWLWOHPHQW WR D TXDOLW\ HGXFDWLRQ, JRRG WHDFKHUV DQG D FKDQFH WR VSHDN RXW DERXW

SROLFLHV DQG HQULFKPHQW SURJUDPV.

"TKRVH DUH WKLQJV ZH VKRXOG KDYH, WKDW ZH VKRXOGQ'W KDYH WR DVN IRU, " VDLG VHUQDUG CDUWHU, D

VWXGHQW DW NHZ OUOHDQV CKDUWHU SFLHQFH DQG MDWK HLJK.

"A LHVVRQ OQFH TDXJKW" LV WKH WLWOH RI BULDQWH BUXPILHOG'V LPDJH RI D VRFLDO VWXGLHV KRPHURRP DW

CROWRQ SFKRRO ZKHUH RQ AXJ. 26, 2005, WKUHH GD\V EHIRUH HXUULFDQH KDWULQD VWUXFN WKH FLW\,

VWXGHQWV ZHUH EHLQJ DVNHG WR GHILQH D KXUULFDQH DQG QDPH WKH ERGLHV RI ZDWHU VRXWK DQG QRUWK RI

LRXLVLDQD.

"I DOZD\V OLNHG KRZ SKRWRJUDSK\ VSRNH WR PH, " VDLG BUXPILHOG, 16, D VWXGHQW DW TKXUJRRG MDUVKDOO

EDUO\ CROOHJH HLJK SFKRRO, ZKR ZDQWV WR EH D SKRWRJUDSKHU.

BURGHULFN WHEE, D ILOPPDNHU DQG WKH SURMHFW'V FR-GLUHFWRU, VDLG WKDW WKURXJK SKRWRMRXUQDOLVP, WKH

VWXGHQWV KDYH VKDUSHQHG WKHLU FULWLFDO WKLQNLQJ DQG OLWHUDF\ VNLOOV DQG KDYH HYROYHG LQWR EHWWHU

OLVWHQHUV.

. . . . . . .

Darran Simon can be reached at dsimon@timespica\une.com or 504.826.3386.
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This is so totally flippin' awesome! What a voice they have given these children!
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The T-P should start showing these pictures (all of them) 2 - 3 a day to show the status of
education as shown from the students' views. Hundreds taken but view shown. The haunting
"Like a Garden that Never Happened" speaks multitudes about education and the children who
have not received it for generations.
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Great project.
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